
Mid-Week Lent Service 2020 
Wednesday, March 25 

 

 
 

Wednesday, March 4:  Betraying Eyes 
Wednesday, March 11:  Sleepy Eyes 
Wednesday, March 18:  Denying Eyes 
Wednesday, March 25:  Murderous Eyes 
Wednesday, April 1:  Worldly Eyes 
Maundy Thursday, April 9:  More Than Meets The Eye 
Good Friday, April 10:  God’s Eyes 

 



As We Gather 

This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to examine how the various people in 

Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus during His Passion. In most cases, they misunderstood 

who He was and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by faith people did 

recognize Him correctly. 
 

We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look within ourselves as people of 

faith in our day. How are we like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh? 

Most important, as we gather for worship, we will see what Jesus has done to save us 

from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and death. 
 

 

Opening Sentences                  Psalm 121:1–2;  145:15–16; 17:8; 25:15; Job 19:25–27 

P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 

C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1–2 
 

P The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due season. 

C You open Your hand; You satisfy the desire of every living thing. Psalm 

145:15–16 
 

P Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. Psalm 17:8 
 

P My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C for He will pluck my feet out of the net. Psalm 25:15 
 

P For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

C and at the last He will stand upon the earth. 
 

P And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

C yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
 

P whom I shall see for myself, 

C and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! Job 

19:25–27 
 

First Reading: Job 24:13-17 
L 13 "There are those who rebel against the light, who are not acquainted with 

its ways, and do not stay in its paths.  14 The murderer rises before it is light, 
that he may kill the poor and needy, and in the night he is like a thief.  15 The 
eye of the adulterer also waits for the twilight, saying, 'No eye will see me'; 
and he veils his face.  16 In the dark they dig through houses; by day they 
shut themselves up; they do not know the light.  17 For deep darkness is 
morning to all of them; for they are friends with the terrors of deep darkness. 

 



L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Passion Reading: Mark 14:1, 53-65 
Mark 14:1  It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to 
arrest him by stealth and kill him, 
 

Mark 14:53-65  And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes came together.  54 And Peter had followed him at 
a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the 
guards and warming himself at the fire.  55 Now the chief priests and the whole 
Council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found 
none.  56 For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not 
agree.  57 And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying,  58 
"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in 
three days I will build another, not made with hands.'"  59 Yet even about this 
their testimony did not agree.  60 And the high priest stood up in the midst and 
asked Jesus, "Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify 
against you?"  61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?"  62 And Jesus 
said, "I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, 
and coming with the clouds of heaven."  63 And the high priest tore his garments 
and said, "What further witnesses do we need?  64 You have heard his 
blasphemy. What is your decision?" And they all condemned him as deserving 
death.  65 And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, 
saying to him, "Prophesy!" And the guards received him with blows. 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day: LSB 437 – Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

    And did my sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 

    For such a worm as I? 
 

2 Was it for crimes that I had done 

    He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

    And love beyond degree! 

 



3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

    And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died 

    For His own creatures’ sin. 
 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

    While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

    And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 

5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

    The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away: 

    ’Tis all that I can do. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon: Murderous Eyes  
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church around the world, ourselves, and all people in their 

various needs. 

A The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due season. Psalm 

145:15 

P For farmers and ranchers and those who bring food to market, that God would 

provide favorable weather, bountiful harvests, and relief from both drought and 

flood, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Look on them all in Your mercy, heavenly Father. 

A My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net. Psalm 

25:15 

P For all who struggle with unemployment or underemployment, with poor living 

conditions or displacement from home, with personal demons or ill health, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Behold their turmoil, Lord Jesus, and grant them relief and hope. 

A His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. Psalm 97:4 

P For all people in authority over communities and countries, all whose decisions 

affect the climate of the planet and the health of its inhabitants, and all who are 

charged to maintain justice within their borders and peace among nations, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Gaze upon Your servants, O Lord; protect and guide them that they may 

serve with wisdom, compassion, and courage. 



A I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes 

from the Lord. Psalm 121:1–2a 

P For all who serve the Lord as they care for others—medical personnel and first 

responders, counselors and advisers, friends and neighbors, professionals and 

volunteers—let us pray to the Lord. 

C Observe how they use the gifts You have given them, O Holy Spirit, and 

open doors of opportunity for them so that many may rejoice together.  

A Keep me as the apple of Your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings. Psalm 

17:8 

P For the Church around the world, as clergy and lay leaders seek to proclaim the 

Gospel and faithfully endeavor to share their faith, especially in the face of 

persecution, let us pray to the Lord. 

C See their struggle, O Holy Spirit, and give them strength to persevere and 

grow. 

A Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in 

Him! Psalm 34:8 

P For the Church, wherever it gathers around Word and Sacrament, relying on 

God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, and looking forward to the fulfillment of all 

His gracious promises, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Watch over Your Church, Lord Jesus; protect and defend us until that day 

we see You face to face. 

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

P Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with 

Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

Benediction 
P The blessing of almighty God—the Father, who saw mankind’s hopeless condition, the 

T Son, who showed the depth of God’s love, and the Holy Spirit, who has opened our 

eyes of faith in Christ—be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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