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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
223 Silver Lake Road, Eagle River, WI + 479-6226  

E-MAIL + oursavioreagleriver@gmail.com + Fax 715-479-7890  
Web Site www.oursavioreagleriver.org  

 Peter Kufahl, Pastor + 507-822-3606 
Marlene Rieck, Director of Music and Children‘s Ministry -715-891-0991 

Steve Kolling-Choir Director-715-891-0927 
Vicki Holewinski - JuBELLation Director 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

We Welcome All who are worshiping with us today. All guests please fill in your complete address.  Peace be 
with you in Christ.   
 

Attention Visitors: Thank you for joining us in Worship today.  We invite you to pick up a gift bag, found 
by both entrances into our church.  
 

Communion is Served at the 7:30 AM Worship Services on the 1st & 3rd Sundays and at the Sunday 
10:00 AM Service on the 2nd & 4th Sundays 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Our Savior in the belief that here God offers His very Body and Blood in 
the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We are happy to welcome 
to the Lord’s Table those who embrace this understanding of the nature of the sacrament, repent of sins, and 
seek to forgive and love as Christ forgives and loves us.  We believe that such participation is a statement of 
fellowship and agreement with our church body and its teachings. As the bread and wine are distributed, white 
grape juice is also available in the individual cup tray for those that prefer an alternative to the red wine. If you 
have any questions, we ask that you talk with the pastor or one of the elders prior to the service. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE:  Our church is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  Please ask an elder 
for a receiver.  Large Print Orders of Service with Hymns are available.  
 

YOUR CHILDREN MATTER TO GOD AND US! A cry room is available for infants and toddlers if needed 
during worship services. The cry room is located close to the front door of the church next to the 
sanctuary. A staffed nursery for ages 6-36 months is available during the education hour in the cry 
room and during the 10 am worship service in the lower level.  Young children can choose one "Jesus 
Bag" to take with them into church. Please return the bag to the narthex after worship. Children may take 
a children's worship bulletin as they enter church. The yellow bulletin is for ages 3-6 and blue is for ages 
7-12.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – All children ages 2 to grade 6 are invited to join us for Sunday school from 8:45 to 
9:45 a.m. in our lower level.  We look forward to seeing you! For more information call Marlene Rieck at 
(715) 891-0991. 
 

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – Youth (7-12th graders) are invited to our youth Bible class in our youth room 
located in our lower level.  For more information call Rick Behrens at (715) 617-0114. 
 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS today are presented to the Glory of God by Jay & Becky Shifra in celebration of 
their wedding anniversary.  Happy Anniversary Jay & Becky! 
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

Promises Kept 
 

December 30, 2018 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Simeon and Anna rejoiced when Mary and Joseph brought week-old Jesus to the temple. He was physical 
proof that God was keeping His promises made centuries ago. Firstborn males had to be consecrated to 
God because He had spared them at the time of the exodus. In our Psalm today, God promises redemption 
for His people, and in Christ we are His chosen people, holy and dearly loved, as Paul writes in the Epistle. 
Today is the Sunday after Christmas, and we focus on how we exhibit love, forgiveness, and peace, 
thanking God for His promises kept. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

HYMN      “Angels from the Realms of Glory”     LSB 367 
 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government shall be on his shoulder and His name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   Isaiah 9:6 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Heavenly Father, although You have called us as Your own people, dearly loved, we 

confess that we have failed to forgive one another as You have forgiven us. We have 
neglected to reflect Your love at home, school, and work. We have let discord and 
conflict drown out the peace that You have given us in Christ. We have failed to thank 
You for Your great love in our private prayers and with our outward words and 
actions. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and guide us by Your Holy Spirit so that our lives 
may reflect the love with which You surround us by grace each day. 

Pastor: Rejoice! By God’s love, He gives us forgiveness as a gift for the sake of His Son, whose 
birth we celebrate. The Holy Spirit clothes us with the very compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience the Father expects. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. Freely have you received God’s love; freely give it as a gift to 
all you meet. 

People: Amen! 
 

 WORD  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE     “Angels We Have Heard on High”     LSB 368 
 

SALUTATION 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
People: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15   

(Every firstborn Israelite male must be redeemed, remembering the exodus.) 
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among 
the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”  3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this 
day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought 
you out from this place.  11 “When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you 
and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All 
the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the Lord's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall 
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your 
sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall 
say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when 
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn 
of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, 
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM     Psalm 111  

Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

People: in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Pastor:  Great are the works of the LORD, 
People: studied by all who delight in them. 
Pastor:  Full of splendor and majesty is His work, 
People: and His righteousness endures forever. 
Pastor:  He has caused His wondrous works to be remembered; 
People: the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
Pastor:  He provides food for those who fear Him; 
People: He remembers His covenant forever. 
Pastor:  He has shown His people the power of His works, 
People: in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
Pastor:  The works of His hands are faithful and just; 
People: all His precepts are trustworthy; 
Pastor:  they are established forever and ever, 
People: to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
Pastor:  He sent redemption to His people; 
People: He has commanded His covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is His name! 
Pastor:  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
People: all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

His praise endures forever! 
 



EPISTLE     Colossians 3:12–17     (“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”) 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 2:22–40   

(Simeon and Anna praise God when they see the baby Jesus in the temple.) 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have 
seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”  33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said 
about him.34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven 
years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began 
to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And  
when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”     LSB 384 
 

SERMON     “Dressed Inside Out”     Colossians 3:12-17   
 

CREED     Nicene Creed     (Creed can be found on the back cover of the hymnal.) 

 

OFFERING     Piano Vonna Goddard 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
After each petition, please respond with the following: 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 
People: Amen.  
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“God Loves Me Dearly”     LSB 392 
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”     LSB 361 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in  faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 



HYMN  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”     LSB 388 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

DISMISSAL 
Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve our loving Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Thank you, Vonna Goddard, for serving as our pianist today. 
 
 
 

IN HIS SERVICE 
 

Elder/Helper Early – Bill Weber, Marv Jarvis 
  Late – Gary Fawcett, Dan Scafaro - Helper 
Ushers  Early – Don & Kris Secord, Glenn Finger, Andy Ellenberger 
  Late – Rick & Karen Behrens, R.J. Behrens, Denise Riemer 
Greeters Early – Debbie Holewinski 
  Late – Joan Holdmann 
Readers Early – Debbie Holewinski 
  Late – Diane Kuntz 
Acolytes Early – Cameron Birchbauer 
  Late – Krystal Kasmarek 
Media Operators 

Early – Dan Scafaro 
Late – Shele Fawcett 

  

Altar Care – Lois Parnitzke, Kathy Greif  
 
 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 
THE MISSION OF OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO EQUIP AND ENCOURAGE FOLLOWERS 

OF CHRIST TO SHARE THE LOVE OF JESUS WITH PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY AND IN THE 
WORLD SO THAT ALL MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

This week at Our Savior: 
 

Monday 31 New Year’s Eve 
Tuesday 01 Happy New Year  
Wednesday 02 Office Closed 

5:30 pm Confirmation 
Thursday  03 Office Closed 

6:30 pm Dad’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Friday  04 Office Closed  
Saturday  05       7:00 am Men’s Interdenominational Bible Study, ER Firestation 
Sunday 06 7:30 am Worship celebrating Holy Communion 

8:45-9:45 Sunday School, HS Bible Study, Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship     

 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
God’s richest blessings to you on YOUR special day! 

Birthdays:  
30 – Brian Voss, Chris Matthis, Lilly Campbell, Tiffany Ludwig   

31 – Karla Healy, Shawn Uttech, Stewart Jackson  3 – Kathy Mortimer 
Anniversaries: 

31 – William & Barbara Hummel  01 – Jacob & Brenda Husing   
03 -  Arthur & Margo Granat  05 – Walter & Chris Matthis 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

                         
 

Prayers For Our Families – Without a doubt, one of the most important aspects of our relationship with 
the Lord our God is our prayer life with Him. We are instructed to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17), and 
to pray for one another (James 5:16). For we are under attack from the devil and his minions constantly, and 
we need the best protection we can get!  At Our Savior, we are blessed to be surrounded by families whom 
our Lord has called to walk together in the light of Jesus. Each one of our families has good days and bad, 
and each one of our families deserves our prayers.  Each Sunday we will be praying for members of Our 
Savior. Those whom we will be praying for are selected at random from our membership roster, and don’t be 
surprised if you will be receiving a phone call from Pastor Kufahl to let you know that your family will be in 
our prayers this week.  We encourage you to use this list in your personal, daily prayers as well. Each one of 
us is precious in God’s sight. May our Lord open our eyes to see the gift that each family is! 
 

Bill Anderson, Woody & Ann Eno, Taylor Gensler, Scott Lea Family, 
Kenneth & Barbara Moak, Hunter Rose, Sharon Tess 

 

Our Savior Email List - If you have not yet subscribed to our email list, follow the link on our website to 
sign up.  If you are signed up and did not receive it, please check you spam folder and then make 
sure oursavioreagleriver@gmail.com is in your address book.  Gmail users – these emails will appear in your 

“promotions’ tab. 
 

Nursery Director & Volunteers Needed - We are seeking a director for our nursery for infants & 
toddlers. This is a paid position. A job description and application are available in the narthex. We are also 
seeking adult and teen volunteers to serve in our nursery during the education hour and during the 10 
am worship service. Please consider serving our youngest baptized members and those who visit as well.  
 

California Wildfires - Once again our nation has been hard hit by a natural disaster. The Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod is on the ground with supplies and care for those in need. If you would like to donate 
to the efforts, you may call 1-888-930-4438 to make a donation by phone. You can 
text LCMSDISASTERS to 41444 to make a donation by your cell phone. And you can go to the synod's 
website at www.lcms.org to learn more. 
 

2019 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the narthex.  Please be sure to pick yours up today. 
 

Many Hands Lighten the Load - We know the saying well. When we have a big job that needs to be 
accomplished, we appreciate additional hands. We have some big tasks here at church where we could use 
your help. The Altar Guild is need of members. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact 
Pastor Kufahl or the church office. Thank you! 

 
SCRIP sold on  

Sunday between services 
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